Developing chaplain/physician relationships in obstetrics.
Effective and comprehensive pastoral care within the obstetrical hospital unit depends on a close working relationship with the entire health care team. This article describes the intentionality, time and energy required to develop these relationships and openness to pastoral ministry. A brief history of obstetrics and pastoral care within this hospital is discussed. Building relationships with obstetricians requires involvement in clinical situations with patients/families, response to ethical issues, and contribution to their continuing medical education. Lastly, the article describes some advantages of a woman chaplain in obstetrics.